Social Science Division Program Evaluation

2003-2004 School Year

Basic Enrollment and Student Achievement Data
During the school year of Fall 2003 and Spring 2004, the Social Science Division had a total of 1014 students enrolled in its courses.  Using a budget figure of $145,000 divided by 1,014 students we come up with a Seat Cost of $142.00 Per Student.  The median GPA of these 1,014 students was 2.45, or middle “C” average.  

With regard to the Micronesian Studies Program, which was begun in 1999, our formal program objective is to have at least 20 students enrolled at all times and to graduate at least 5 students per year.  Using data from the past 15 semesters (Fall,Spring,Summer) from 1999 to the present, we found that the Micronesian Studies Program has exceeded its enrollment target with an average of 35 Micronesian Studies Majors enrolled per semester.  And the graduation rate has also exceeded its annual target with an average of 10 Micronesian Studies Graduates per year.  Furthermore, Micronesian Studies Program Graduates have a good transfer rate to four-year colleges where they have successfully majored in political science and anthropology, to name a few.  They have also gone into COM-FSM’s own education third-year program, where one education division faculty recently remarked that the Micronesian Studies Program graduates demonstrate strong content, analytical and writing skills.

Instruction Quality Issues

The Social Science Division is active in instructional quality efforts in terms of institutionalizing quality control mechanisms at the division level.   We have worked consistently over the years to develop strong course outlines and to link our course instruction and course evaluation instruments (i.e. tests and assignments) to the course outline objectives.  We are also working toward ensuring that our courses (instruction & evaluation) reflect a college-level reading standard.  For example, even though our median student GPA is a respectable 2.45, we still worry that our courses may not be rigorous enough and we are constantly considering this, experimenting and making adjustments to our courses.

A median GPA of 2.45 may indicate that our courses are not too hard and not too easy, but there is one worrying thing, which is the fact that, by our calculations, only 1/8 to 1/10 of our students can read at the college level, and if the instruction and evaluation in all of our courses truly reflected that fact, then we should have a considerably lower median student GPA and a higher student failure rate.  I don’t think all of our courses and instruction are tightly enough linked to the ability of the student to read at college level, and this is a problem across the curriculum and the instructional divisions, and not just with the Social Science Division.  But we are aware of it, giving it our consideration and constantly working on it.

Miscellaneous

With regard to personnel issues, both Mariana and Maria are near completion of the thesis component of their respective Master’s programs.  Delihna is due to start her online Master’s program in Psychology this summer of 2004.

John and Robert were active during the 2003-2004 school year with community service efforts in the form of publishing articles; John for Pacific Magazine and Robert for a conference and the Kaselehlia Press.

Mariana and Maria have also been working on a history project funded by the Spanish Embassy involving the collection of Spanish era historical data.

Conclusion
Within the context of the College Mission Statement, the social science division is successfully supporting this mission statement by “nourishing individual growth and national unity” through the teaching of reading, writing and analytical skills, and of subject area content particularly national and regional studies.  We also promote “scholarship and service” through our Micronesian Studies Program and various individual courses.  And lastly, in all of our courses we promote “critical thinking skills, a breadth of vision and the habit of reflection.”  

Within the context of the General Education Core, the Social Science Division successfully fulfills its task of teaching Micronesian History.  Within the context of the Program Requirements and Electives for the Liberal Arts program and other programs, we teach numerous supporting courses.  And all of our main courses have been articulated with the University of Guam, University of Hawaii and others.

Within the context of the Social Science Division Mission Statement to  “give students a better understanding of the psychological, social, political, economic and cultural existence of humans and the ways that we interact with our natural environment,” I believe that our mix of course offerings and the quality of those offerings is testimony that we successfully support that.

All in all, the Social Science Division appears to be doing well, thanks to the qualified and dedicated faculty, and the support we have always received from Instructional Affairs. However, we are not complacent and we are always striving to improve.
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